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Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to talk to you 
about our recent elections, and the general progress being 
made in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 

I have just returned to the US, off the back of an historic set 
of elections for the President and the Parliament of Iraq's 
Kurdistan Region. These elections were truly a milestone in 
Kurdistan's journey to democracy as there was both a lively 
and free campaign period, along with a relatively smooth 
and trouble free Election Day. 

Almost 80 percent of the Region's 2.5 million eligible voters 
took part in the elections, which the Independent High , 
Electoral Commission of Iraq and international observers _ 
trumpeted as fair and transparent. w 

These elections are a significant landmark in our Region's 
history. Several entirely different slates of candidates 
divided up the vote in meaningful way in accordance with 
the wishes expressed by the citizens of Iraqi Kurdistan. The 
parties in power lost some support, while continuing to be 
the largest bloc in the new government, while a healthy 
opposition gained strength. That means our next 
government will have both the experience and continuity of 
progress along with expanded ideas, robust debate and new 
energy. 
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Add to those impressive numbers the fact that at least 30 
percent of the new Parliament will be female. That 
percentage is greater than in any national or regional 
government in the Middle East, North America and most of 
Europe Moreover, the Parliament has representation from 
every religious and ethnic constituency within the region. 

So the real winner in these elections was the Kurdistan 
Region itself and not anyone party or slate. 

The American president John Adams wrote that 
"(legislatures] should be an exact portrait, in miniature, of 
the people at large, as it should think, feel, reason, and act 
like them." That is what our Parliament aspires towards. 

We were challenged by some to hold the gold standard in 
elections. We accepted that challenge - and we delivered. 
We have achieved much in our experiment in democratic 
self governance, - and of course there is much more to 
achieve. And we intend to achieve it. 

All of those who observed, monitored or worked the 
elections praised the way it was run, the enthusiasm and 
excitement of the voters, and the transparency of the 
process. "The electoral process took place in accordance 
with international standards," the Independent High 
Electoral Commission of Iraq said in a statement. It said 
that only 651 complaints had been filed regarding just a 
small number of the total vote. 

Because the objective voices of others are often not heard in 
the din of self-serving bloggings and pontificating, I also feel 
it is important to share what those with no vested interest 
have said about the election. I promise, just a few - but like 
a proud parent, I want to share ALL the great comments 
others have said about us. 
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• The U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, in a statement, 
congratulated "the people of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq 
for coming out to vote in large numbers for the regional 
presidential and parliamentary elections, thus 
demonstrating their commitment to the democratic 
process." 

• The Presidency of the European Union, which sent 
observers to polling stations across the region and helped 
with a long term electoral experts' mission, congratulated 
the people of the Iraqi Kurdistan for holding the elections 
"in a relatively competitive environment and were carried 
out in a secure manner. The high voter turnout, 
preliminary 78.5 %, shows the commitment of the voters 
to express their political will in a democratic way," the 
statement said. 



• The United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) 
congratulated election officials and the people of 
Kurdistan "for the large turnout, especially among 
women voters, in last week's peaceful elections" and 
praised voters for exercising "their right to elect new 
regional, parliamentary, and presidential representatives, 
in an orderly environment, notably free of violence." 



• Bipartisan members of the Kurdish American 

Congressional Caucus said the successful elections 
"marked yet another milestone in the Region's 
development towards a democratic and transparent 
society. For that, we applaud them. 

They said the July 25 election "is just the latest example" of 
the Kurdistan Region "moving forward in fulfilling its 
democratic aspirations." 

Fulfilling our democratic aspirations is the key to us. I am 
quite proud of how democracy is finding a welcome in the 
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Kurdistan Region. None of us had any experience in 
building a democracy before the opportunity presented 
itself. But from the moment the political dynamic changed 
in Iraq in 1992, and then again in 2003, we have been 
taking steps to ensure that our opportunity is not wasted. 

The July 25 elections were about the maturing of our 
society, the emphasis on the nuts-and-bolts domestic 
issues that affect people every day of their lives. One of the 
great Speakers of the U.S. House of Representatives, Tip 
O'Neill, made famous the phrase "All politics is local" and 
that mantra was evident in Kurdistan on July 25. On key 
national issues there was not much difference between the 
slates. Instead it was perspectives on government 
performance, roads, education, concerns regarding 
corruption, economic development, water and electricity 
that shaped the debates and decisions that led up to the 
July 25 vote. It was a clear marker in the shift from where 
Kurdish leaders were once hailed for their revolutionary 
skills to now, where they are chosen on their visions of 
governance and ability to make each person's life better 
each day. 



AS stated earlier, now there will be an even more vibrant 
opposition within the Kurdistan parliament. We all expect 
vigorous debate and there certainly will be new dynamics 
WITHIN the Kurdistan Regional Government and 
throughout Iraqi Kurdistan. While President Barzani was 
reelected by an impressive 69% in the other vote cast on 
July 25, we will have a new cabinet along with many new 
members in parliament. 

The new dynamic naturally raises questions about what 
comes next - both within the Kurdistan Region and its 
relations with the federal government in Baghdad. While it 
was evident that these elections were primarily about 
Kurdistan, and not Baghdad the strong voter turnout 
shows that all citizens of Iraqi Kurdistan rightfully demand 
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a voice in their affairs and their future - both within the 
KRG and by extension the federal government. 

And I think Baghdad has already taken notice. Shortly after 
the elections the Prime Minister of Iraq, his Excellency 
Nouri al-Maliki, journeyed to the Kurdistan Region to meet 
with our Region's leaders. It was a significant gesture on his 
part to help revive discussions on the issues that MUST be 
resolved sooner rather than later in order for all of Iraq to 
move forward. We in Kurdistan appreciated the gesture and 
we are sending a delegation to Baghdad to continue to work 
on resolving these outstanding issues. 

Solving these issues is a great priority to our friends in the 
United States. We realize this and look to whatever 
guidance and support they can give us. But solving these 
issues is even a greater priority to us. 

No matter what the make up is of the parliament, the 
election leaders of the Kurdistan Region are united in our 
determination that the Region be treated fairly and in 
accordance with the nation's constitution, in terms of 
national laws regarding consensual governance , disputed 
territories and hydro carbons and revenue sharing. The 
July election may change some of the faces, but it will not 
change our focus and unity on resolving these issues fairly. 

As I look at the journey of democracy that is underway in 
the Kurdistan Region, something the Greek poet Homer 
once said keeps returning to my mind - "It is not the 
journey but the destination." In 17 years since the first 
elected Regional Government of Kurdistan, those of us who 
believe in democracy have mapped out our journey and 
know the destination to which we head. The path has been 
bumpy - at times very bumpy - and sometimes the route 
has been obscured. On occasion, the journey has faced 
roadblocks, some that we have placed for ourselves But 
each day, each week, each month, the journey moves 
forward toward that destination of democracy. 
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That, to me, is the key. 

Knowing where we want to go - where we insist we MUST go 
- and persevering and pursuing that destination. 

The July election is just the latest ingredient of this fervent 
desire for democracy, peace and opportunity in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. Decades of oppression and persecution, years ol 
calculated destruction of our homes and genocide of our 
people, a civil war - all have steeled us with resolve to 
ensure a better life for our children, our grandchildren and 
our homeland. 

This journey to a democracy is not in a vacuum - it is 
shaped by the tragedies of the past, the opportunity of the 
present, and the aspirations of the future. 

That is why the world saw so much excitement and passion 
in the weeks leading up to this election and in the turnout 
for the vote. The people of Iraqi Kurdistan are committed to 
their vision of the future. We have only had 17 years in 
order to build the foundations for a democratic society . We 
all know we have much to do. There are many changes to 
come; just as we have made important progress already, so 
we will continue to make progress in the future. 

We also want to see what we have started blossom 
throughout Iraq. 

Delivery of services, transparency of government and 
concerns over possible corruption were much talked about 
issues in the campaigns and rallies and the votes cast at 
the ballot boxes sent us a clear message - it cannot be 
business as usual in our approach to tackling these 
important concerns. 

July also was the month when the KRG took another major 
step to ensuring it can be even more transparent and 
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efficient in its governing. We made a good governance 
initiative a priority. To that end we teamed up with world 
renowned consultants PriceWaterhouseCoopers to review 
current conditions, the way our government works and all 
governance related issues - to help us develop a clear-eyed, 
blunt critique and action plan to address the crucial issues 
of good governance, anti corruption and transparency. 

We know corruption and its allies are dangerous enemies of 
democracy, because they eat at much of what we in the 
KRG and those living in Iraqi Kurdistan desire. They make 
the public cautious about believing in democracy. 
Corruption and its allies can be an acid that disintegrate 
democratic progress - and we will not let that happen. 

Good governance is a major pillar to securing our 
democracy. We are confident the strategy outlined by our 
government, will help us tackle this vital issue. 

This multi-year endeavor will ultimately improve how our 
government serves its people. Compliant with the United 
Nations Convention Against Corruption, the KRG good 
governance and transparency initiative represents a very 
bold step. 

We've made our region safe and secure. We've overcome our 
internal conflicts. We've established a system to provide 
improved services for our citizens. Now we're moving to 
guarantee that all of this progress is maintained and built 
upon. The benefits of this strategy are clear and vital for our 
future. It will help to ensure that public funds are used 
properly, and make government more efficient and more 
effective. It will improve the delivery of services to the people 
of the Kurdistan Region. And it will help improve 
international and domestic confidence and increase 
investment and job development, while helping to raise the 
living standards of our Region. 

This strategy is based on four principles: 
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Adherence to the Rule of Law: To ensure that no one in 
government, regardless of position, is above the law. 
Every KRG Official is Accountable: to act in the interests 
of the Kurdistan Region and its citizens, and will promote 
those interests above their own, their family or political 
party. 

Transparent Government Promotes Kurdistan. To 

provide citizens with access to information on the 
operations of government, which is indispensible to 
ensuring that KRG officials remain accountable to the 
voters. 

Public Funds Must Always Be Used for Their Intended 
Purpose: 

The KRG's Good Governance and Transparency Initiative 
represents tangible evidence that we are not only aware of 
our shortcomings, but that we are actually doing something 
about them. While we work to address these shortcomings, 
it is imperative that we should not lose sight of how much 
progress has been made in a remarkably short, yet 
tumultuous period of time. 

We understand that democracy is an evolutionary process, 
both in Iraq and elsewhere. 

A young America saw political turmoil through trial and 
error. Only after a few years of uncertainty and eventual 
stability, and a decreased threat from outside, did its 
leaders produce the Constitution of the United States - a 
document whose noble ideals have been embraced for 
centuries by freedom seeking people around the world. 

Democracy takes time, and the U.S. is more than aware of 
this fact. 
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In 1963, when Dr. Martin Luther King gave his "I Have A 
Dream" speech, African-Americans were barely able to vote 
in many parts of this country. Now, 45 years since passage 
of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and 44 years since enactment ot 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act, Americans have elected an 
African American President. We say that is a huge step for 
democracy here. It took time, a long way since 1787, but it 
finally happened. 

People are eager to declare that Iraqi Kurdistan has faltered 
in its journey to build a democracy, that we deserve scorn 
because we are not perfect after 17 years. 



That is nonsense. 



One cannot create a perfect democracy over night or even m 
17 years. If that formula exists- please share it with us. 
When Saddam Hussein's tyranny was finally removed from 
Iraq we had to start governing as best we could. We had to 
pick the priorities - what had to be done first - and bide our 
time until some other important measures could be 
addressed properly. Not with haste just so we can say we 
did it, but to do it with substance and long term stability. 

In 2006 when the KRG unity government was formed we 
knew our priorities at that point. Stabilize the region and 
increase our security and counter-terrorism capabilities to 
prevent the insurgency that was tearing apart much of Iraq 
from inflicting its destruction in Iraqi Kurdistan. Create a 
safe haven for all Iraqis fleeing the violence - and do it m 
way that all were taken care of as best as possible. 

That has happened. Without security and safety, nothing 
else can progress with certainty. So now, other priorities 
CAN be pursued, with good governance and performing 
essential services atop that list. 
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Some have chosen to question our delivery of services, 
noting that it is often below standard and needs improving. 
We know that - and we were just reminded of that fact by 
our voters! Decades of devastation, neglect by former Iraqi 
regimes, U.N., Iraqi and regional sanctions and our 
mismanagement did not give us a level playing field when 
our journey to democracy took its first steps. 

That is why we began to act long before the outside world 
wagged their fingers at us. 

As you all know, large scale power generation and water 
delivery progress cannot be bought off the shelf. We have 
been working for several years to implement effective power 
and water distribution projects for the key cities. In 2008 
the KRG had to deal with TWO failing hydroelectric dams, 
with the result that government generated electricity fell to 
only three hours a day in the region. 

Of course we found that unacceptable. 
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Today, our energy projects are nearing completion. We now 
will have more than 18 hours of power in major cities in 
the region. 

We know there are 24 hours in a day. But we also know 
that 18 hours is far better than 3 hours. It is a journey. 

Likewise, recent completion of a large scale water project in 
Suleimani complemented a similar project completed in 
2008 in Erbil. Those projects will combine with existing 
systems to provide clean water to much of the Erbil, Dohuk 
and Suleimani provinces. So that is also getting better. 

These are significant accomplishments that have been 
accomplished by the KRG, and Kurdistan's developing 
private sector, as the fundamental critical issues that need 
to be addressed so that those living in Iraqi Kurdistan have 
the basic needs to start each day with hope and freedom 
from want. 

Providing such essential services is only part of good 
governance. While that is going on, we have also taken 
determined steps to strengthen the judiciary and the rule of 
law - another vital element needed to build a strong 
democracy. 

In 2008 the judiciary was separated from the rest of the 
government to create an independent judiciary in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. That judiciary now is learning how to stand on 
its own feet, be objective and to uphold the rule of law. 

We did this our own. We knew it was the right thing to do. 
We took these initiatives because this is part of what 
democracy entails. 

And these are not the only priorities being pursued. A new 
press freedom law was passed; religious freedom was 
strengthened, health care, infrastructure, education reforms 
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are being addressed - and many more. We can talk of those 
another day. 

Now I must say clearly and bluntly that I am not making 
excuses about the challenges we face in Iraqi Kurdistan. I 
am not justifying or rationalizing our less than perfect 
system, nor am I pretending that problems do not exist. I 
know we have, on occasion, stumbled, made mistakes and 
misread circumstances, and we expect to make more 
mistakes going forward. 
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But these perplexing desires by many to highlight the 
negative makes us wonder sometimes of what people want 
from us. This is not a question of the glass being half empty 
or half full - to these individuals, the glass has a permanent 
sieve. 

So why is this, these stories and pontifications, by some 
scholars and bloggers, talking only of the negative? Many of 
the reasons are clear - lack of true knowledge of what is 
going on in Iraqi Kurdistan, pure bias, the desire to make a 
name for one's self by being provocative regardless of 
accuracy. It has become a very successful cottage industry - 
one whose benefits achieve nothing toward the goal they 
proclaim they want - a better democracy in Iraqi Kurdistan 
OR in Iraq. But it serves their personal purposes. 

Most reporters who now cover Iraq have a history of the 
country that starts in 2003, at best. They know little of the 
past, almost never visit the Kurdistan Region let alone 
spend time there. They do no "Know Kurdistan." 

It is telling to compare what is written or said by those who 
know the full story and history - the coverage is remarkably 
different. This past election proved that - the coverage was 
detailed and fair, instructive and objective and education. It 
is time that people truly "Know Kurdistan." Our election 
opened many eyes. We hope that minds will also become 
open. 

There are no shortcuts to democracy. It is hard work, but 
the destination is worth it. Democracy is the toughest 
political system in the world to achieve because it is the 
best. In our journey toward democracy, we will make 
mistakes, we will learn from them and hopefully we will not 
repeat them. And from those mistakes - and from the 
much greater that is being done correctly - the foundation 
for our democracy becomes stronger. 
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From 2000 to 2005 there was remarkable growth in 
democratic freedom in Iraqi Kurdistan. It has slowed down 
since then, but it is still moving forward. The July election, 
among other things, gave it tremendous new momentum. 

Difficult issues remain and the journey faces tough terrain. 
But we are still moving forward. This is not a sprint and it 
should not be. This is the foundation of our future, for our 
children and grandchildren, for Kurdistan, and Iraq. 
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At the beginning of these remarks, I quoted Homer's view of 
the journey and the destination. Homer has relevance not 
for just the statement. It was the Greeks who first developed 
the principles of democracy that the world has then built 
upon. Developed by the Greeks and idealized by Americans, 
democracy in all of its forms remains the most promising 
form of government ever developed. We in Iraqi Kurdistan 
are on that journey to that destination of democracy. 

Someday, we will get there. I guarantee it. 

Thank you very much. 
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